
 

 

Notes from the Chairman                                                                 February 2018  

Already the middle of February.  What a disappointing start to the year.  There was a pop song about thirty 
years ago entitled "Why does it always rain on me?".  Perhaps in our case it could be paraphrased to read 
"Why does it always rain on Wednesdays and Saturdays?" So far this year there have been only a couple of 
work days when it has been possible to work outside without getting wet, although even then a cutting 
cold wind has been sweeping across the showground.  As I write this it is raining, and guess what, the 
forecast for tomorrow morning is more rain.   

A number of outside tasks have been started, but progress has been slow due to the conditions.  As 
mentioned in my notes in December, tidying the area by the lake is going to be a major undertaking.  I have 
been in regular contact with Trevor Selleck of the B&W, but we have to accept that they will not be able to 
carry out remedial work on the rutted surface until the ground has had a lengthy period to dry out.  
However, Mike Colburn and I have managed to remove the most severely damaged track panel and luckily 
an existing spare complete length is almost a perfect fit in the resulting gap.  We also managed to 
straighten two less serious kinks further down the track.  Unfortunately, more damage has been discovered 
on the west side of the lake where something heavy has crossed the track and bent one rail downwards.  
The current proposal is to cut out about 1.5 metres of this rail, and insert a length which we hope to 
retrieve from the previously removed track panel.  Hopefully we can have the entire circuit available for 
use by the start of March. 

In the meantime, Malcolm Mogford and Tony Thompson have been steadily replacing sleepers down the 
long straight beneath the trees, in places inserting packing to counter un-even surface of the concrete 
caused over the years by tree roots.  

Alterations to the arrivals platform are almost complete.  Robin and his gang have filled in with concrete 
the old exit ramp thus increasing the surface area of the platform making more space for the buggy park.  
They have also concreted the ramp for the new exit which will be to the south of the signal box.  All that 
now remains is to convert an existing fence panel to produce the exit gate which will be wider than the 
previous one to allow easier exit for wheelchair users. 

At the northern end of the departures platform, having already removed the old fencing, preparation work 
has been proceeding to install two additional water tanks in an attempt to ensure that we have a 
guaranteed supply of rainwater to see us through all four days of the Bath and West Show.  The area in 
question has been levelled, and concrete slabs have been positioned to form a sound base for the concrete 
block pillars on which the tanks will sit. 

A start has been made on tidying the coal yard area, but sorting through the old timber is an unpleasant 
task at the best of times and impossible when raining. 

The signalling department have continued the ongoing process of replacing cables to improve connectivity, 
and have also replaced the pneumatic valves on one of the points which was failing to lock properly. 

As the year goes, and the days lengthen, surely "Things can only get better". David. 

 It is Mike and Eileen Colburn’s Diamond Wedding Anniversary on 22nd March – a very 

happy anniversary to you both. 

 Owen Jones got in touch over Christmas and wanted to give everyone his best wishes. 
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Boxing Day steam-up with the Ashdowns 

Mike Colburn enjoys a run round the track. 

Book review for those wet February days! 

Book Title:      The Mettle for Metal.       Author:    Dennis Herbert      ISBN. 13:978-1539604617 

ESSMEE Library No: 215      This fascinating memoir is a must read for any model engineering enthusiast. 

Having spent seven decades pursuing this hobby (without any technical qualifications), the author shares 
his passion, talent and a plethora of anecdotes to encourage more people to get bitten by the bug, and 
continue this dying art before it is resigned to the history books.  At the age of seventy years old, he began 
constructing a 7 1/4" gauge Great Western King, and completed it successfully within about five years. A 
truly courageous undertaking.  

Filled with intricate details about the author's different model engineering projects (clock-making, building 
and repairing miniature railway engines), superb photographs, success stories, and the ups and downs of 
being blessed with the engineering gene, this book will entertain all who read it. 

As well as this, the author shares a charismatic snapshot into his personal and family life, too, which gives 
the reader a wonderful glimpse of decades gone by.  Having been a member of the Bromsgrove Society, 
and worked on the Wythall Transport Museum Miniature Railway, there is plenty of local interest to draw 
on this educational read too. 

Anyone in search of inspiration to keep on pursuing this hobby will find plenty of sage advice, tips and 
motivation here. The kind of knowledge and enterprise shared in this book is becoming scarcer. Learn the 
real tricks of the trade from a seasoned professional.          David Hale 

On a cold and frosty morning…  

 

 

 

  

 

 

One way to keep warm is to be outside in the glorious sunshine. 
Working parties have health benefits! 

 

 

 



Shunting competition  

There have been many comments by “5inchers” that we don’t do much on the 5 inch railway, and it is 
boring.  So why not let’s have a bit of fun and 
see just how good we are at playing trains! 

The idea is for a team of three persons – driver, 
shunter and point operator – to collect 7 
wagons dispersed at various points within the 
north marshalling yard, assemble them to 
order, and move the train to a designated place.  
The event is a competition to see who can 
achieve all the requirements in the shortest 
time. 

Rules: 

The wagons will be numbered (as a reference).   

All wagons carrying animals go behind the Loco.   

Wagons carrying explosives or inflammable substances are 
marshalled in the middle of the train.   

 A guard’s van must be the last vehicle to make up the train. 

A “shunter’s pole” must be used to make all wagon connections. 

The Yard Foreman will oversee “fair play” and will also be time keeper, he/she will award time penalties for 
any failure to conform to the required standards. 

Anyone seen pushing a vehicle in any way is automatically disqualified from the event. 

In the case of a derailment, that team must start again from the beginning. 

We have to start somewhere, and I offered 
to get an event up and running.  This is my 
first attempt to get started.  It will cost 
nothing to enter, and we might get the club 
to buy a “Shunter’s Cup” for the winning 
team! 

If you are interested, let me know. 

Robin Duys 

 

Signalling Matters 

We are in the process of replacing the treadles to a 
more consistent deign so that replacement of faulty 
parts is easier. After much planning the system is 
relatively easy to fit (says Alan). There are 20 in 
total around the track.  

         

 

I’ve always wanted to understand an 

abstract syntax tree – can anyone help? 

This must have been one of the few dry days 
for working outside! 



A good read 

Title:          TO THE EDGE OF THE WORLD - The Story of the Trans-Siberian Railway 
Author:       Christian Wolmar         Published by:    Atlantic Books    ISBN:        9780857890375 
 

Russia was late in embracing the development 
of railways which had taken place in Western 
Europe and North America. On 31st May 1891, 
Tsar Alexander 111 commanded his son to 
travel to Vladivostok and lay the first stone of a 
vast Russian trans-continental railway line. 
When it was completed twenty-six years later, 
it was one of the greatest engineering feats 
ever known, crossing seven time zones, and 
5750 miles. But such grandeur would come at a 

price.  During the construction of the railway, engineers battled the natural obstacles of ice, rivers, and 
enormous lakes, whist workers on the line endured temperatures of thirty degrees below zero and worse.   
 
The Trans-Siberian Railway modernised Russia, and united a divided country, yet it was also the catalyst for 
turmoil: it sparked war with Japan in 1904, played a crucial role in the Russian civil war when Trotsky used 
an armoured train to fight counter revolutionary forces, and was the means by which exiles in their millions 
were sent to Siberian labour camps. 
 
Perhaps surprising to us in the 21st Century is the fact that the engineers came from the United Kingdom, 
France, Germany, Italy, Spain, North America, China and Japan whilst, as with some other railways being 
built in the 1800's, much of the labour came from China. Then of course there were the Russian convicts 
who had been imprisoned in the "gulags" who were considered to be dispensable.   
 
In reading the book it is easy to imagine the hardships they experienced, the mud, the ice and the cold, and 
the disease ridden swamps. Not so easy to imagine is the vast distances. How about laying track across 
frozen lakes in winter?  That is what they did, enabling Russia to tap into the vast natural resources 
previously out of reach to their manufacturing industries.     David Hale 
 

Mendip Work Winter 2017/18 

It's now twelve months since Mendip struggled around our 
track one cold, late, January morning loaded with fifteen 
club members as ballast. Since then, a few improvements 
have been made.  
 
Before Mendip steams again, she will be fitted with a pair 
of water gauge protectors. Manufactured from brass, glass 
and stainless steel screws, they are handed so are not inter-
changeable. They are simply located over the water glass 
tubes and then lowered into position where they are 
secured top and bottom. Lugs at the bottom end prevent 
the units from rotating. 
 
The glass is standard 3mm float glass.      Dave Ashcroft 
 

 
 
 
 



Proposed Purchase of Wheelchair Carriage - The search for funds 
 
In the last newsletter, it was reported that we had failed in our application to the National Lottery for 
funding for a wheel chair carriage. This request was made to make us compliant with a 2008 EU directive 
on accessibility. ESSMEE as a registered charity does not appear to pull its weight in helping others, and it 
was considered that we should start to change that. 

A request had been made to you all for help to identify businesses and/or contacts who might be able to 
help with a donation. One suggestion was forthcoming (supplied by Dave Sedgeman) that the Bath & West 
Society might be able to help. On further enquiry it was concluded that they would not be able to help as 
their benevolence is directed at the Agricultural and Farming sector. 

A search was undertaken over Christmas to identify other organisations that might be able to help us to 
find up to £5,500. This resulted in contact being made with: 

Viridor – A waste management company who have a contract with B&W for the show ground. After further 
work, an application was made on 11th January 2018. A response is not expected before the end of March. 

Somerset Community Foundation - This organisation is helpfully located on the showground at the west 
end near the green entrance to the site. The Foundation has been set up to support community projects in 
Somerset with funding coming from the Health Service Lottery and other benevolent donations. A detailed 
application has now been submitted including our statutory documents, last accounts and bank details. The 
closing date for applications for this quarter is 9th February 2018 with a decision not expected for up to 6-
10 weeks. The application has been supported by both Rupert Cox CEO of B&W, and the organisers of New 
Wine. 

Michael Eavis (of Glastonbury fame) – A difficult man to track down, but eventually contact was made with 
his personal assistant (Maddy) who was most helpful. A letter of request was submitted detailing our 
organisation, its aims and what we wanted the money for. Within a week £2000 had been promised and 
has now been deposited in the ESSMEE bank account. We all owe Michael a debt of gratitude for his 
benevolence and rapid decision making. 

At this stage it was considered prudent to not make any further applications until we were aware of the 
results from both Viridor and Somerset Community Foundation. If necessary, further applications will be 
made to other benevolent organisations.   Brian Wilson 

Gordon Diment’s Coal Wagon 

This 5 plank coal wagon is constructed out of wood. 
The riveted corner pieces are plastic, embossed to 
replicate the rivets. The nylon wheels, hubs and 
springs were made on the club’s 3d printer. 

Gordon made the timber chassis and the metal 
buffers which all fit very neatly together. 
Interestingly he is hoping to complete it with sugar 
beet pulp. It’ll be good to see it on the shunting yard 
this summer.   

 



Spring Open Weekend, 21st & 22nd April 2018 
 
This new event was promoted by popular demand, and is already attracting a good number of visitors with 
traction engines and various locos.  
 
So far we have 14 bookings, with 2 of the visitors bringing 2 locos each! This looks promising for another 
well-attended and successful weekend, which will be a good opportunity for members to get together and 
enjoy themselves as well.  
 
There will be no barbecue or night run this time, but plenty of opportunities for the generation of lots of 
steam, lots of chat – and consumption of the usual selection of cakes!                Mike & Anne Malleson 
 
 

                 It’s amazing how the ground recovers and everything will be perfect for the Main Show! 
 

 
Jim Biggerstaff 
Sadly, we heard of the death of Jim Biggerstaff recently. We miss his 
wry humour and expertise on the lathe. He designed and made most 
of the levers for the points, and the treadles between the rails. Quite 
a character. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
Improving the exit arrangements for arrivals on the platform.  
 
Thank you to all those who have volunteered to help – just watch this space!    Robin Duys 
 

First of all, stand on it 
 
 

 
 
 
                                            Then throw an old fence on it 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Next, all have some porridge to give you 
energy 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
 
 
And then find someone to fill the 
space with concrete. Easy! 
 
Thanks to Kevin, Chris E, Gordon, 
Robert, Brian, Chris K, George, 
Philip, Alan, Roy P and Robin. 
 
  
 

Many thanks to Dave Ashworth for the superb photos. 
 
 
 



The Development of Motorless Flight.  A Talk by Roy Procter. 

Another entertaining and informative talk at the club evening on Thursday 18th January.  

Roy started his talk by referring to early attempts at manned flight using balloons by people such as the 
Montgolfier brothers - daring and not without incident. 

He went on to explain how the development of gliders during the years between the two World Wars was 
driven by competitive flying, especially in Germany where, following the First World War, the construction 
of powered aircraft was forbidden.  We gained an insight into Roy's past, his involvement in the joint 
purchase and restoration of several gliders, and flying them together with Anne, his wife, who was also an 
enthusiastic pilot. He described how glider pilots make use of the topography over which they are flying, 
and of course atmospheric conditions, especially in point to point flying. 

Having talked about wing sections, and the design of performance gliders, Roy rounded off his talk by 
describing and showing pictures of modern ultra-high performance gliders, constructed from composite 
materials, and capable of flying at great altitude, but also costing an astronomical price. 

Thank you Roy.  Your efforts were much appreciated by those attending.       David Hale. 

Be happy and learn to drive Mendip, our club loco. 

Starting in early April, (as long as the sun begins to shine 
and the track is fully repaired) Mendip will be looking for 
learner drivers. You too can join in the fun and learn a new 
skill. A notice will be placed on the board shortly. Six 
people were trained last year and I’m sure we can better 
this. The pay is lousy but we do have fun.  George White 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
Newsletter articles 
Have you been somewhere interesting, 
can you report on a project you are 
working or can you tell us about the 
club projects? Send it all to 
janiceapwhite@yahoo.com  
 
Forthcoming events:   

 
Thursday March 15th   
Talk by Giles Harvey, ‘Thomas Brassey, Engineer’. 
 
Working parties every Wednesday and Saturday with free refreshments. 
 

Don’t forget that if you use the Amazon 
website our society can benefit financially. 

Just go through the link at the bottom of our 
homepage on the website each time you 

shop.  

http://www.essmee.org.uk/ 

mailto:janiceapwhite@yahoo.com
http://www.essmee.org.uk/

